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Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report, 


To  the  Chairma7i  aiid  Members  of  the  Trowbridge  Urban 

District  Council. 


Genti^emkn, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  third  report  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Population  of  District  at  Census,  1901  :  11526. 

Estimated  population  to  middle  of  1904  :  11370. 

Area  of  district :  2126  acres. 

New  houses  built  during  1904:  22 

The  estimated  population  is  based  upon  the  reduction 
which  took  place  during  the  ten  years  previous  to  the  last  census, 
but  it  is  questionable  whether  this  reduction  has  been  main¬ 
tained. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  on  the  whole  been  good 
throughout  the  year,  though  there  has  been  a  larger  amount 
of  general  sickness  than  in  1903. 

Vital  Statistics. 

There  have  been  registered  during  the  year  254  births, 
giving  an  annual  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  of  22*3  :  the 
rate  last  year  was  i9‘5,  and  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years 
has  been  207.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  1904  was  27*8.  The  number  of  illegitimate 
births  was  13. 

There  occurred  during  the  year  143  deaths,  giving  an 
annual  rate  per  1000  of  12-5.  The  death  rate  1111903  was  ii'3, 
the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years  i3‘2.  The  death  rate  is 
satisfactorily  low  in  comparison  with  that  of  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year,  which 
stands  at  16-5 

The  deaths  under  i  year  of  age  number  19,  a  rate  per  1000 
births  of  747.  East  year  these  figures  stood  at  14  and  62*2,  but 
there  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in  recent  3^ears,  the 
average  rate  for  the  past  10  years  having  been  loi.  In  England 
and  Wales  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  the  rate  was 
148*6  so  that  your  district  compares  very  favourably  with  this  ; 
Wiltshire  ranks  amongst  the  lowest  counties  in  its  infant  mortal¬ 
ity,  but  I  would  not  have  been  surprised  at  a  higher  figure  in  your 
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district  owing  to  the  large  emjdoyment  of  female  labour.  Five 
of  these  19  deaths  may  be  considered  non-preventable,  being 
classified  'a.'S premature  birth, heart  disease ;  so  that  the  low  infantile 
mortality  is,  I  think,  a  matter  for  congratulation. 

The  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  number  6,  as 
against  3  in  1903.  Only  3  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  infants 
under  a  year. 

Phthisis  and  Tubercular  Diseases  contribute  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  total  of  24  deaths,  as  against  ii  last  year.  The  deaths 
from  Phthisis  alone  number  15,  as  against  an  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years  of  8*2  ;  of  these  deaths  8  occurred  in  females 
and  7  in  males.  These  figures  occasion  much  regret  which  is 
emphasised  by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  deaths  occur  between 
the  ages  of  20  and  45  ;  so  that  the  individual  is  withdrawn  fro  ni 
life  at  the  period  of  greatest  usefulness,  and  often  when  others 
are  dependent  upon  his  or  her  exertions. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  every  fatal  case  probably 
represents  three  others  ill  of  the  disease  it  will  be  realised  more 
fully  how  great  a  scourge  this  malady  is.  Much  has  been  done 
in  recent  years  to  lessen  its  incidence  by  the  diminution  of 
overcrowding,  etc.  ;  but  much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  and  to  my 
mind  the  most  important  points  are  the  clearer  recognition  of 
the  fact  that  the  expectoration  of  phthisical  patients  contains 
the  infective  element,  and  more  vigorous  efforts  to  prevent  the 
use  of  tuberculous  milk. 

The  Sanatorium  recently  erected  at  Winsley  should  prove 
a  great  boon  to  sufferers  from  phthisis,  and  it  is  a  matter  for 
congratulation  that  the  public  have  provided  a  bed  for  patients 
from  your  district  and  the  surrounding  area. 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease  number  9, 
8  of  which  occurred  in  individuals  over  65  years  of  age.  The  aver¬ 
age  for  the  previous  ten  years  has  been  lo’i. 

Fifty-five  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons  aged  65  and 
upwards. 

The  number  of  inquests  during  the  year  was  10. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  notifiable 
diseases  during  the  year  in  comparison  with  the  figures  for  1903 
and  the  previous  ten  years. 


1904 

Diphtheria ..  ....  12 
Membranous  Croup 

Erysipelas .  5 

Scarlet  Fewer. .  40 
Enteric  Fewer  5 
Puerperal  Fever 


1903 

9 

3 

8 

9 

6 


1893—1902 

7-5 

‘5 

13*9 

28'I 

3 ‘4 
1*3 
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Diphtheria.  There  has  been  a  slight  increase  over  last  year, 
but  nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  serious  epidemic.  The  cases 
occurred  mainly  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  but  were  not 
confined  to  any  one  part  of  the  town.  Two  cases  occurred  in 
one  family,  three  in  another ;  in  each  instance  there  had  been  a 
mild  unrecognised  case  for  which  medical  aid  had  not  been 
sought,  and  it  is  significant  that  two  patients  thus  infected  died. 
It  is  in  this  way  that  the  disease  is  mainly  spread,  for  a  child  may 
be  apparently  well  from  a  mild  attack  of  diphtheria  in  a  day  or 
two,  but  remain  in  an  infectious  condition  for  weeks.  One  fatal 
case  was  probably  imported  from  Wootton  Bassett. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  shown  a  marked  recrudescence  during 
1904,  mainly  during  the  spring  and  late  autumn.  Fortunately  the 
epidemic  has  been  a  mild  one,  but  two  cases  from  one  household, 
proved  fatal  ;  this  family  lived  in  a  very  dirty  house,  which  has 
since  been  thoroughly  cleansed.  The  remarks  I  have  made 
regarding  the  spread  of  diphtheria  apply  also  to  Scarlet  Fever  : 
and  on  two  occasions  on  visiting  the  schools  in  the  endeavour  to 
trace  the  origin  of  cases  I  have  found  a  child  in  the  disquamating 
stage. 

E7ite7'ic  Fever.  Of  these  cases,  two  occurred  in  one  family, 
two  others  were  associated.  I  was  in  no  instance  able  to  trace 
definitely  the  origin  of  the  disease  ;  in  one  case  the  sanitary 
surroundings  were  very  unsatisfactory,  and  have  since  been 
remedied. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  though  three  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  of  Enteric  occurred  on  premises  connected 
with  the  milk  suppl}^  there  has  been  nospread  by  this  means. 

The  deaths  from  infectious  disease  number  9,  a  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  of  78. 

Twenty-three  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hos¬ 
pital  in  the  course  of  the  year  :  of  these  one  patient  died.  The 
former  nurse,  Mrs.  Eywood,  has  been  obliged  to  resign  her  duties 
owing  to  ill-health  and  her  place  has  been  taken  by  Nurse 
Dexter.  As  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  intermit¬ 
tent,  the  hospital  has  been  closed  when  not  in  requisition,  and 
Nurse  Dexter  has  been  engaged  to  attend  whenever  it  has  been 
deemed  necessary  to  open  the  institution.  I  am  glad  to  testify 
to  the  care  with  which  the  patients  have  been  nursed. 

The  new  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  district  will  probably 
be  ready  for  use  in  a  few  months. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  .  has  been  well  maintained  throughout 
the  year  and  of  good  quality  Two  wells  situated  in  Gloucester 
Road  have  been  closed.  There  appear  still  to  be  a  number  of 
wells  throughout  the  district,  the  use  of  which  should  be  dis¬ 
couraged  as  they  are  seldom  constructed  with  sufficient  protec¬ 
tion  against  contamination. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 

These,  of  which  there  are  12  on  the  register,  have  been 
inspected  by  me  once  a  quarter,  and  by  the  Inspector  more 
frequently.  They  are  on  the  whole  well  kept.  Minor 
details  of  drainage  have  been  attended  to.  Two  premises 
used  as  slaughterhouses  without  registration  have  come  under 
observation:  one  has  been  closed,  the  occupier  of  the  second 
has  applied  for  registration. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  one  of  these  in  the  district  registered  for  44  in¬ 
mates.  The  state  of  repair  has  been  remedied  since  my  last 
report,  and  I  have  found  it  well  kept  on  my  quarterly  inspec¬ 
tions. 

House  to  House  Inspection. 

A  commencement  has  been  made  with  this  work,  171  in¬ 
spections  having  been  made  between  June  24  and  December  31. 

Nuisances, 

A  large  number  of  these  have  come  under  observation. 
The  most  important  have  reference  to  insanitary  water-closets 
and  house  drains,  and  to  the  keeping  of  animals  so  as  to  be  a 
nuisance.  Thus  it  was  found  that  in  several  instances  old  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  were  used  as  stables  without  alteration  or  drainage. 
Three  instances  of  overcrowding  have  come  under  observation 
and  have  been  abated.  The  nuisance  bye-laws  governing  your 
district  have  been  in  force  since  1881,  and  the  question  of  their 
revision  has  come  before  you.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been 
instructed  to  compare  them  with  the  model  Bye  laws  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  to  report  accordingly. 

Sewerage. 

I  am  indebted  to  your  Surveyor  and  to  the  Engineer  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works  for  the  following  information  of  what  has 
been  accomplished  during  the  year  in  this  department. 

New  Sewers,  etc. — Main  intercepting  sewer  completed  (18,” 
15  ”  and  12  ”)  :  Bradley  Road  Sewer  (9  ’’)  commenced  and 
completed  from  Bradley  Road  to  Dursley  Road  :  North’ern  Out¬ 
fall  Sewer  (12  ”)  completed  from  Wyke  Bridge  to  the  pumping 
station  at  Gooseacre  ;  subsidiary  sewers  in  Wyke  Road  and 
Hilperton  Road  (9  ”)  completed  and  most  of  the  connections 
made  thereto  :  Subsidiary  sewer  in  Victora  Road  commenced  : 
New  manholes  constructed  and  ventilators  fixed  on  existing 
sewers. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — Embankments  for  road  made  : 
bridges  fixed :  detritus  tanks  nearly  completed  :  Engine- 
house  foundations  up  to  fioor  level  :  walls  of  stormwater  bed 
constructed  :  sludge  drains  in  :  foundations  of  scum  tank 
ready  for  walls  :  excavations  for  bacteria  beds  in  full  swing  ; 
effluent  outfalls  to  the  river  laid. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

Complaints  having  been  made  regarding  the  tipping  of 
refuse  at  Upper  Studley  I  was  instructed  by  the  lyocal  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  to  prepare  a  report  on  the  use  of  this  site.  I 
made  certain  recommendations  in  order  to  obviate  any  nuisance, 
but  the  use  of  the  site  was  discontinued  during  the  summer,  and 
throughout  the  year  most  of  the  refuse  has  been  disposed  of 
elsewhere. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

My  last  annual  report  dealt  full}^  with  this  question  and 
contained  certain  recommendations,  which  have  been  over¬ 
looked.  I  look  upon  this  subject  as  one  of  the  most  essential 
of  those  engaging  the  attention  of  the  health  department  in 
view  of  the  possible  association  with  the  milk  supply  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease,  infantile  diarrhoea,  and  tuberculosis.  I  hope 
during  the  ensuing  year  to  see  that  a  more  regular  inspection 
of  dair}^  premises,  etc.,  is  carried  out,  though  these  are  so 
scattered  that  their  supervision  will  entail  a  considerable  amount 
of  time.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  register  this  is 
impossible,  for  it  appears  that  any  person  who  feels  inclined 
to  do  so  starts  a  retail  milk  business  on  any  premises.  I 
would  draw  your  attention  to  the  following  provisions  of  the 
“  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885.” 

“  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  carry  on  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  any  Bocal  Authority  the  trade  of  cowkeeper,  dairyman, 
or  purveyor  of  milk  unless  he  is  registered  as  such  therein  in 
accordance  with  this  Article.” 

“The  Bocal  Authority  shall  from  time  to  time  give  public 
notice  by  advertisement  in  a  newspaper  circulating  in  their 
District,  and  if  they  think  fit  by  placard,  handbills,  or  otherwise, 
of  registration  being  required  and  of  the  mode  of  registration.” 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 

Considerably  more  attention  has  been  given  to  this  Act 
during  the  past  year  than  previously  in  more  exact  keeping  of 
the  register  and  in  regular  inspection.  Workshops  rather  than 
factories  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bocal  Authority. 
Of  these  there  are  115  on  the  register— Bakehouses  19  :  Dress¬ 
making  and  Millinery  32  :  Tailoring  12:  Boot  and  Shoe  making 
12  :  Various  40. 

164  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  since  his  appointment. 

The  following  nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  :  want  of 
cleanliness  6  :  want  of  ventilation  4  :  overcrowding  3  :  faulty 
sanitary  accommodation  12  :  other  nuisances  8. 

Two  lists  of  outworkers  have  been  received.  Ten  in¬ 
stances  of  “  young  persons  ”  employed  in  workshops  without  the 
necessary  abstract  of  the  Act  being  affixed  have  been  reportt^d  to 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 
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Rainfall. 


I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Rodway  for  the  following  observa¬ 
tions  taken  during  the  year  and  I  give  the  corresponding  figures 
for  last  year. 


January, . , 
February  . 
March  . . . 

April . 

May  . 

June . 

July  . 

August  .  .  . 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 


1904 

2.95- 

3-34- 

1.71., 
1.46. 
2.07. 

l.OI. 

4.12., 

3-99. 

1.6  . 

.8  . 

I-59- 

2.42. 


1903 

•3.13 

2-6o 

•378 

2*34 

3*17 

2- 99 
.1*13 

•5*45 

2-68 

670 

1-95 

3- 27 


Total 


27.06 


39*2 


In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  the  Focal  Government 
Board  made  representations  to  the  effect  that  it  was  desirable  that 
an  official  should  be  appointed  who  should  devote  his  whole  time 
to  sanitary  duties.  In  June  Mr.  William  Strickland  was  appointed 
as  Sanitary  Inspectoi  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  He  has  found 
a  great  deal  of  work  requiring  his  attention,  and  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  testify  to  the  zeal  and  efficiency  with  which  he  has  dis¬ 
charged  his  duties. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  PEARSE  M.D. 


Trowbridge,  February  1905. 


Summary  of  Work  done  in  Sanitary  inspector's  Department 


Infectious  Disease. 

No.  of  cases  inquired  into .  40 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed .  34 

No.  of  patients  removed  to  hospital .  23 

lyOts  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.  disinfected .  23 

Houses. 

No.  made  fit  for  inhabitants .  16 

No.  cleansed  and  limewashed .  2 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  cases  abated .  3 

House  Drains. 

No.  laid  or  re-laid .  20 

No.  cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated .  103 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C’s.  provided .  4 

No.  repaired,  ventilated,  etc .  56 

Food. 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption .  2 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with .  14 

Accumulation  of  offensive  refuse 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with .  10 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  notices  served .  172 

No.  of  notices  complied  with .  148 

No.  of  notices  outstanding .  24 
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CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATHS  DURING 

YEAR  1904. 


DISTRICT  OF  TROWBRIDGE. 


Causes  op  Death. 

Deaths  in  Whole  District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

1903. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1  Year. 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15.  | 

1 

15  and  under  25. 

1 

25  and  under  65. 

65  and  upwards. 

1  All  Ages. 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

1 

... 

.  . 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

4 

2 

1 

i 

. . . 

3 

Croup  . 

... 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

i 

.  . . 

2 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 

.  . . 

. . . 

1 

Diarrhoea . 

5 

2 

2 

i 

2 

Enteritis . 

1 

1 

• .  • 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

1 

.  . . 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  ... 

15 

.  . . 

4 

11 

7 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  . 

9 

3 

2 

i 

3 

4 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

9 

. . « 

1 

8 

11 

Bronchitis  . 

13 

.  . . 

•  .  • 

13 

13 

Pneumonia  . 

5 

3 

2 

... 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

5 

i 

2 

2 

.  . . 

2 

Alcoholism  1 

1 

1 

4 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  / . 

•  • . 

Venereal  Diseases  . 

.  . . 

... 

•  . . 

«  •  • 

1 

Premature  Birth  . 

3 

3 

.  • . 

3 

Heart  Diseases .  . 

19 

2 

i 

4 

12 

17 

Accidents . 

3 

1 

1 

... 

4 

Suicides  .  . 

1 

.  . . 

1 

. . . 

All  other  causes . 

45 

3 

•  .  . 

48 

All  causes  . 

143 

19 

9 

4 

8 

48 

55 

131 

